Mini-lesson template

	Mini-lesson Statement

(key concept)


	Writers write about people in their own lives.

	What standard(s) does this mini-lesson address?


	ELA4W1 (1b): choose their own topics within genre studies

	Material and literature needed:


	My Rotten Redheaded Older Brother, Patricia Polacco

	How to teach it:
	· Read first two pages of My Rotten Redheaded Older Brother.  Focus on Polacco’s descriptions of character (i.e., “He had orange hair that was like wire; he was covered in freckles and looked like a weasel with glasses.”)

· Discuss how Polacco’s writing often includes people in her life, particularly her family and friends.

· Show overhead/slide of mini-lesson statement: Writers write about people in their own lives.

· Explain the goal for our writing over the next three days is to write about people in our lives.

· Model generating a list on overhead.

· Students generate list of people they might write about (4 minutes).

· Students “write in the air” by talking with a partner about who they might write about. (Partners might ask: What stories do you have to tell about this person? Why did you choose this person?)

· Students choose one person to write about for the 30 minute writing time.



	How to share:
	Pair-share: students partner with another student to share their writing. Partners choose one part of writing they particularly enjoyed and one question they have.




