
Before my field experience I was very nervous about having a literacy and writing class while being placed in a pre-k classroom. I often wondered how do they expect me to observe and implement writing in the classroom when these students do not yet have the ability to write or even to read? Little did I know, a four-year-old child’s writing ability is far beyond the comprehension of many adults. This is because in order to write, the children often do not even have to pick up a pencil. 


As I grew more accustomed to my classroom environment and the children in it, I realized that literacy and writing was everywhere and had the potential to be included in every lesson. In fact, I now believe that a young child’s learning is actually based on writing and literacy. They do not write essays or give speeches, but they tell wonderfully detailed stories. These stories, based upon their prior experiences form a basis of what a child knows and what they have to build upon intellectually in the classroom. The story telling and oral literacy does not have to be forced from these children. In fact, they are more open and creative if a lesson is not solely based around writing and literacy. What I found worked best for these students was “spur of the moment” writing. For example, if a child creates a picture and the teacher asks what the child drew, the child is exhibiting oral literacy by telling a story about his drawing. If the teacher takes the child’s statements and writes them down, they are expanding upon the child’s knowledge and teaching them necessary writing skills they will need later on in life. For example, one of my most vivid experiences with “spur of the moment” writing came one morning at the art center. 

“What are you drawing there?” I asked Miller as he was scribbling some figures in red marker onto white construction paper. “ These are John, Paul, Ringo, and John,” he remarked. “ Why are they red?” I asked. “ They have laser vision. It’s all messed up now because you can’t have laser vision on the yellow submarine.” 

After this interaction, I realized that I had guided Miller to make connections with things he knew about and what he drew. He had created an interesting story and was more that willing to let me write it down. He loved the fact that when I wrote it other people would be able to read his words. In fact, Miller was hitting on what I believe is a key point of literacy; using your words to tell other people what you are thinking or what you have imagined. 


After only a few days in the field I could not believe I didn’t think these children were capable of literacy and writing. I had come to a new realization. Literacy and writing were not carefully punctuated essays written for college professors, or collections of novels sitting on a shelf. They are simply communication. And naturally, natural communication was the arena in which the pre-k students developed their literacy skills. 


While the students always seemed open with literacy, it seemed to me that they were blocked by lessons that instructed them to respond in a certain way. For example, if the children are given a single topic to draw or tell a story about, many of them seemed to have a writer’s block or did not want to participate at all. If they were given freedom to draw or tell any story they wanted too, I saw a wide variety of creative and interesting results. My mentor teacher seemed to foster this creativity in the children by giving them open-ended literacy and writing opportunities. Instead of having them draw pictures of their family in the family unit, she asked them to draw or tell about something they do with their family or something they like about their family. As a result, this allowed the children to expand and tell more. Instead of drawing or telling others about the number of family members they have or that they have a new baby brother, they drew their mom taking their little brother to the park or their dad reading a story. In the whole time I have been involved with this class, I have hardly ever seen the teacher base a literacy lesson around an inflexible topic or media. The children are always allowed to communicate in their own way and encouraged to share. I have found that the joy of sharing thoughts extends to all ages. In my classroom there is always a sharing time for stories and drawings after center time and anyone can share. To share, they simply have to put their work or their name if they have a story to tell in a sharing box. Children excitedly create, work, and ask teachers to write words during centers so that they can stand up in front of the carpet and share with all of their classmates. Afterwards, their work is published on the classroom wall. 

This experience has impacted me in an extremely positive way. I have realized that the acquisition of literacy skills is not a concrete process. While I use to be afraid of literacy in the classroom, I am now excited about it. I was always afraid I would mess it up by not creating the correct lessons for my classroom, but I now realize that literacy is everywhere in the classroom and is in every lesson. The children create it! My job as a teacher in the literacy program in my classroom is to foster the creation and sharing of writing, drawings, and stories for the students. 

While I watched the students in my classroom develop in their literacy and communication skills, I too was developing a new idea of oral communication. I now realize that just because a group of people all speak English, they may not always understand one another. At the beginning of my field experience I became frustrated with the fact that in some of my lessons, a number of my students would not understand what I was trying to tell them during direct instruction. Communication and constant observation from my mentor teacher allowed me to resolve this problem as well as many others.  When I asked my mentor teacher about this dilemma, she said that I was doing nothing wrong, but could employ some communication strategies. My favorite, and one I now use often is getting an interpreter. After I explain something to the class, I get a student to come up and retell the class in pre-k words what I just said. This has had dramatic results and has allowed my communication to be more effective. I have learned a lot from these student interpreters and am now able to produce better and more understandable wording for my students by listening to what they say. 

Communication was also key in listening to and participating in parent teacher conferences. As I listened to my mentor teacher talk to the parents, I noticed how she thoroughly explained each piece of work the child had done in their portfolios and what it meant in the child’s educational process. As I went into the first conference I participated in, I was extremely nervous. I tried my best to model what my teacher had done when I observed her talking to parents, but often found myself using teacher terms that the parents may not know. I was able to catch myself and reword my explanation, but not without stumbling over my words for a few seconds. I believe that this is a necessary experience in the learning process. I have made mistakes and practiced on my problem areas. As a result, I feel that the last conference I participated in went relatively smoothly. 

Generally, I had never thought about needing to practice oral literacy skills, but I now realize that different groups of people have different needs in order to properly receive a spoken message. As I am usually soft spoken unless a subject strikes my interest or if I feel passionate about an issue, I have been trying to work on my communication skills even with my peers in class. I have tried to give input in almost every class no matter the subject being discussed. I think I have done relatively well at this and hope that my practice will give me practice in communicating with a variety of people on a variety of subjects. 


Overall, I think that this class has provided me with a very rich experience I would not have encountered otherwise. I was able to view the spectrum of literacy, see that even the youngest people practice it, and discover new ways to implement writing and literacy in my classroom.    

